
Welcome to Advanced Placement Environmental Science, commonly called APES.  The summer reading
project is as follows:

Choose a book from the list.  Read and write a 1000 word book review.  This is a mandatory assignment
due by Friday of the first week of school.  For extra credit you may read an additional book and complete
the assignment.  

 

Book List

Silent Spring  Rachael Carson

A reason For Hope  Jane Goodall

A Fierce Green Fire  Philip Shabecoff

Earth in Mind  David Orr

End of Food  Paul Roberts

End of Nature  Bill McKibben

Ecology, Economics, Ethics: The Broken Circle  Bonnann and Kellert

How Many People Can the Earth Support?  Joel E. Cohen

Gone Tomorrow: The Hidden Life of Garbage  Heather Roberts

Life in the Balance: Humanity and the Biodiversity Crisis Niles Eldridge

Energy: From nature to Man  William Reynolds

Cadillac Desert Marc Reisner

No turning Back Richard Ellis

Out of Gas: The End of the Age of Oil David Goodstein

Replenish the Earth Lewis Regebstein

On Human Nature O. E. Wilson

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Write a Book Review

A book review is not a book report or a summary. It is a critical analysis of a published work that assesses
the work's strengths and weaknesses.  The focus should be the book’s purpose, authority and content.  A
statement of the authors’ intent, your evaluation of intent, and evidence to support evaluation should be
included.  

A book review is the personal opinion of the reviewer.  Standard procedures for writing book reviews are
as follows:



included.  

A book review is the personal opinion of the reviewer.  Standard procedures for writing book reviews are
as follows:

1. Write a statement giving the following information: title, author, first copyright, subject
matter, price, ISBN.

2. Author’s purpose.

3. Theme and thesis.  The theme is the subject or topic.  The thesis is the author’s general
beliefs or philosophy about the subject.

4. Explain how the author supports the thesis 9method of development).

5. Evaluate book for accuracy, objectivity, interest, thoroughness and usefulness.  Respond to
author’s opinions and questions.  Do you agree or disagree with certain statements
mentioned?  Explore issues and possibilities the book raises.

6. Is there additional information about the author available?

7. Does the format of the book aid in understanding it? (maps, pictures, graphs, etc.)

8. Briefly summarize, analyze and comment of the content of the book.  What is your
general conclusion?  Is the author’s conclusion convincing?  Do not introduce new
material in this step.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethics Pledge

 

I, _____________________________, by signing below, confirm that

 

1. I have completed the APES summer reading assignment on my own and in my own words.

2. I understand plagiarism.

3. None of the assignment has been copied from other sources.

4. I understand when the assignment is due.  Late work will not be accepted and will receive
a grade of zero.

5. I have read and understand the above guidelines.

 

 

 



 

 

 

_______________________________________________ ___________________

Student Signature Date

 

 

_______________________________________________ ___________________

Parent Signature Date

 

 


